DISGRACE   ABOUNDING

These are the reasons why you are where you are.
Let me give you four instances of the way the machine works,
under your free-speaking democracy:

(1) A London magistrate, addressing a Fascist accused and two
witnesses who seem to have been more or less Red, said: 'I should
like to see you get a dose of your own medicine and all of you put
into concentration camps for five years and made to study history.3

The charge was a trivial one {'being found in an enclosed yard
for unlawful purposes', which meant that the accused man had
smeared Fascist slogans on walls). The magistrate may not have
meant what he said but, to anyone who has seen a concentration
camp and men who have been in one, this was a disgraceful state-
ment. It seems to me a matter of great public interest. A question
was asked in Parliament. The answer returned was the usual
stereotyped one that *No public interest would be served by
discussing, and so on and so on . . .'

I once lunched with a Junior Minister who, when asked what
he would drink, said primly, Tlease, either water or a very small
whisky. This afternoon we have questions, and I need to be alert.'

I should have thought alertness was the last quality needed
for the kind of answer they give in the House of Commons.
CI am unable to add anything to the statement made by my right
honourable friend on the Umpteenth of Bumbleberry.' 'I must
have notice of that question/ 'The answer is in the negative.'
CI have no knowledge of the incident to which the honourable
member refers and shall be glad to have any information in his
possession.5 'It is well knowa that foreign help is being used by
f>Qth sides in Spain.5

(2)  Mr. Mander, I think, once asked a question about an
interview alleged to have been given to twelve or fourteen
Canadian and American journalists by a British Prime Minister
which gave an entirely different picture of British foreign policy
from that officially proclaimed and officially presented to the dear
old British public. The answer, if I remember rightly, was that
he was''a mischief maker', Yet this seems to me a matter of the
most vital interest to every Englishman,